Keeping a White Persian White

By Belinda L. Ernest - Tanglebox Himalayans & Persians

Number 1 - Bathe often (up to 2x per week) especially if the cat is a sloppy eater.  I have a separate document for the bathing routine of a White Persian.

Number 2 - CLEAR UP THE EYE DISCHARGE!!!  Eye tearing should be completely CLEAR.  The brownish-red eye discharge (or Blood Tears as some call it) will stain the inside of the front paws when the cat grooms itself and also smear or stain the face.  If you start cleaning kittens when they are about 6-7 weeks of age and prevent the staining from happening, you won't have to worry about bleaching or covering up stains with powders at shows.  There’s nothing worse than seeing a white Persian with powder caked on its face at a show (Yuk!).  If you have brownish-red tearing, you may need to put the cat on a round of Clavamox to clear it up.  Establish a daily routine for eye cleaning.  I put a drop of Gentamicin Sulfate ophthalmic drops in each eye.  Then with a Q-tip dipped into Optrex sterile eyewash, I clean the area around the eyes of all matter.  You may need to use a flea comb to remove some of the crusty stuff, but be gentle - you don’t want to pull out the hair around the eye.  Then using a dry washcloth or even a tissue, dry the hair in the eye area.  Roll a q-tip dipped in Eye & Wound Powder against the way the hair grows (from the outer corner of the eye to the inner corner) to “pack” the eyes and help keep them from tearing.

Number 3 - Before feeding the cat, pack the cheeks & chin area with cornstarch and put a bib or coffee filter on the cat.  After it finishes eating, wash the face off with a wet washcloth, and re-pack the face and chin with cornstarch.  Cornstarch is inexpensive and very absorbent.  I also shake a little cornstarch into my hand and then pat the butt area with it.  It will help the poop slide off and absorb any wetness.

Number 4 – If the cat gets a poopy butt, immediately do a butt bath.  Use shampoo to get the entire area clean of poop.  

Number 5 - Train the cat to drink from a water bottle.

Number 6 – DO THE ABOVE STEPS EVERY DAY.  Only by establishing a daily routine will your white stay white.

